FREEDOM: A HISTORY OF US 

Housatonic Museum of Art, Bridgeport, CT

Educator's Handout

THE EXHIBIT


The current exhibit is Freedom: The History of US, sponsored by G.E.  In a letter informing schools about the exhibit, Gus Serra, Manager of Community Relations and Communication at G.E., wrote:

“History can play an important part in helping young people understand  events of the day.”

.
The exhibit is based on the book, Freedom: A History of US by Joy Hakim, and was made into a landmark series of 16 TV documentaries that aired on PBS for eight weeks beginning in January, 2003.  The videos are available from PBS and study guides and activities are available at www.pbs.org

When students come for the Freedom Tour, they may see excerpts from the PBS series.
The following is from the introduction to the PBS guide:

“Freedom is an exciting, even dangerous idea.  It means independence  - the ability to act without being coerced by others.  Freedom requires risk taking, courage and a willingness to struggle for the possibility of a better future.  Freedom is one of the founding principles of the United States.

The United States has offered hope for people seeking freedom.  At the same time, many Americans have been denied freedom.  When the Bill of Rights was written, slavery was an accepted institution and married women were considered their husbands’ property.  The freedoms that today offer us protection and opportunities for change should not be taken for granted.”


There couldn’t be a better time for you to see this exhibit, because the issues it covers are alive at this very moment in our nation as issues of democracy, and our constitutional freedoms, are being hotly debated in Congress and all across the United States.


The exhibit reproduces revolutionary documents – primary sources - of our history that proclaimed our rights to self-government and freedom.  It shows evidence – letters, photographs, art work - of the work of courageous men and women who took great risks as concepts of freedom evolved.


As preparation for the exhibit, and as a follow-up, we encourage your students to conduct research and engage in discussions and debate on their views about the past and present state of our freedoms.   This is not a mere academic exercise, but the results of the research and the actions taken can affect the students and the future history of our great country.

GOALS OF THE FREEDOM TOUR

After viewing the exhibit and participating in dialogue, students will:

· Learn or review important facts from our history

· Gain insight from history that helps us understand the present

· Understand more about the process of history – analyzing and interpreting primary sources: letters, photographs, drawings, paintings, and documents, such as

The Declaration of Independence, 

The U.S. Constitution


· Engage in critical thinking on the following:



Freedom is a concept that is evolving



Compromises were made in our past history



There is an ongoing tension that continues today between 






freedom and security, the ideal and the real and citizens 

and governments.

The exhibit was developed by Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History and the Meserve-Kunhardt Collection and is presented by PictureHistory

SUGGESTED HIGHLIGHTS – FREEDOM TOUR

Tours are interactive; students who are currently studying American history are asked to contribute what they know about the periods or events depicted.  Students are asked to comment on what they see, think and feel about the reproductions of visuals and documents.

The tour begins with the colonial period and ends with the twentieth century, but most of the panels are on the 19th century and the Civil War.  

Trained guides will start with a basic review of the founding principles of freedom.  They will choose from 8-12 of the following highlights, according to the suggestions of the teachers and the interest of the students.

Painting by Paul Revere – The Bloody Massacre, 1770


A snowball fight began this killing of colonists.


Student Question: What do you know about Paul Revere?

The Declaration of Independence – a “revolutionary” document

“We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created equal; 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights; 

that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; 

that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”

Student Question: What do you think of the above underlined phrases?  



All “men” are created equal 
(who does this exclude?)



The “rights” to “liberty”



and “consent of the governed.”


Power Derived from the Consent of the Governed


The Declaration of Independence determines that the government is set up by the people, to represent the people, and to serve the people.  People have the power to dissolve the government:

“…whenever any Form of government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter or abolish it and to institute new Government, 
laying its Foundation on such Principles.”


After a “train of abuses” or a “Design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to throw off such Government.”


The colonists threw off the rule of Britain under the King George III.  The tension between the people and government has existed throughout history and all over the world.

The Constitution of the United States


Right of Impeachment


“The President, Vice President and all civil officers of the U.S. shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.”


In the Constitution “impeachment” appears six times.  The Founders had lived under King George III and had accused him of usurping the power of the people, being above the law and criminal abuse of authority.


After the Civil War, during Reconstruction, The House of Representatives impeached President Johnson for things like encouraging racial bigotry and slowing the process of achieving “justice for all.”  But he did not commit “high crimes”, therefore  he was acquitted in the Senate trial.  


A similar thing happened to President Bill Clinton.  He was impeached by the House in 1998 for lying under oath about sexual misconduct, but acquitted by the Senate for the same reason: it was not proven he had committed high crimes.


President Richard Nixon resigned in the 1970’s because he faced almost certain impeachment by the House and a probable conviction in the Senate.  56 men in his administration were convicted of crimes and some went to jail.  Twenty large corporations were found guilty of making illegal contributions.  The House began to prepare the articles of impeachment following the guidelines of our Constitution: obstruction of justice regarding the Watergate break-in, violating the constitutional rights of citizens by authorizing illegal wiretaps.  



Today former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark has drafted articles of impeachment against President Bush, V.P. Richard Cheney, Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld and Attorney General John D. Ashcroft.  Some of the charges are: “deprivations of the civil rights of the people of the United States and other nations, assuming powers of an imperial executive unaccountable to law and usurping power of Congress, the Judiciary and those reserved to the people of the U.S.”  


Student Question: When do you think it’s justified to exercise our constitutional right to remove our leaders from office?

First draft of U.S. Constitution


The compromise on freedom:  In order to get Southern states to ratify the constitution, a clause was added by Pierce Butler, one of the wealthiest slaveholders from S. C.  It required the return of slave fugitives to their owners.


Student Question: Is compromise necessary sometimes?

The Bill of Rights


Amendments to the Constitution adopted in 1791.   


Student Question: What freedoms to we have from our Bill of Rights?

(Freedom of religion, speech, press, to assemble, petition the government)


Listen to this description and try to figure out what period it is describing:


War is imminent.  Foreigners are feared.  Laws are passed to restrict the civil 
liberties of non-citizens and citizens as well.


Though this may sound like present-day U.S. since September 11, 2001,  it is actually a description of the U.S. just seven years after the Constitutional amendments called the Bill of Rights were adopted (paraphrased from Joy Hakim’s book).  The Sedition Act of 1798 signed into law by President Adams made it a crime to criticize the government.  Today most historians believe these were bad laws.  


Habeas Corpus

Our U.S. Constitution addresses the abuse of being held in prison without being charged.  That is called “habeas corpus.”  

Section 9 of Article I states: 

“The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it.”  


Today Attorney General Ashcroft tells us our security requires that we suspend habeas corpus, and our government is holding suspected terrorists and hundreds of prisoners at our base in Guantanamo Bay without formally charging them with a crime. In Congress, some conservatives and liberals are joining to question these laws.


Student Question: Is the Patriot Act passed in October 2001, and the newly Patriot II Act currently being drafted by Attorney General Ashcroft a necessity to secure our liberties, or a threat to our liberties?

Visual: “Slave Market of America.”

Abolitionist broadside of the 1830’s that exposed the brutality of slavery, calling it a violation of the Bible, the Declaration, and the Constitution.


Students: Describe what do you see

Visual: Map of U.S.  after the Missouri Compromise with territories added as of 1820.  By John Melish


Student Question: What do you know about the expansion of the U.S. territories?  What were the issues?

Advertisement for John Warner Barber’s A History of the Amistad Captives, New Haven, CT 1840.


Student Question: Who knows the story of the Amistad?
Louis Adolph Gautier engraving of Stump speaking”, a painting by George C. Bingham.  NY 1856.


Student Question: How important is it to be politically aware and to vote?
Abraham Lincoln, manuscript fragment of “House Divided” speech, ca. 1857.

Draft for his acceptance speech as U.S. Senator.


“A house divided against itself cannot stand.  I believe this government cannot 
endure permanently half slave, and half free.”  


Student Question: Why are these words so famous?

Abolitionist Flag of U.S. 1858. 10 X 5 feet.  Discovered in 1996 and displayed here for the first time.


Student Question: Count the number of stripes and stars? Why so few?

Union Camp Life: Sketchbook of watercolors by Henry Berckhoff, 1861-63.


Student Question: What do you see?  What does this tell us about the life of an ordinary soldier (who was also a skilled artist)?
Henry C. Parrott, letter to his sister, Oct. 1862


“We were pretty well cut to pieces...”

The Dead at Gettysburg: Photographs


Student Question: Do you think the realities of fighting in a war are different from the promises of recruiters, and the glamour of uniforms and medals?

“Men of Color, to Arms!” 1863

Frederick Douglass lobbied Lincoln to organize black regiments.  

Photograph of anonymous private, 1863


Student Question: Do you think white Americans respected the African American more, as Frederick Douglas predicted they would, once he “had an eagle on his button, a musket on his shoulder, and the star spangled banner over his head?”

Emancipation Proclamation,” engraving 1864


Student Question: What did this mean for our nation?

Fifteenth Amendment Celebrated 1870


Student Question: What hopes did African Americans have?
Susan B. Anthony

She voted illegally, was convicted and jailed.


Student Question:  Did Susan B. Anthony have a lot of courage?  Are there any things that you would have the courage to speak up about?
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.


Student Question: What do you know about him and how he advanced the cause of freedom?

TOUR FOLLOW-UP

Use it or Lose it

We all know what happens to our muscles when we don’t exercise.  We lose our strength.  Use it or lose it.  The same thing happens to our mind.  Use it or lose it.  We, as citizens of a democracy, need to exercise the freedoms of speech, press and assembly granted us in our remarkable document, The Constitution of the United States.  The same principle applies: Use it or lose it.  

We encourage you to use the exhibit information and questions for follow-up research projects, discussions and debates on the important issues brought up by the book, videos and exhibit, Freedom: A History of US.

Some sources are listed.

SOURCES ABOUT CURRENT ISSUES 

From a variety of viewpoints on

 FREEDOM
WEB SITES

www.pbs.org/historyofus  - Study guides for Freedom: History of US PBS series. 

Teacher and student materials developed by Johns Hopkins University’s Talent Development Middle Schools Program, Center for Social Organization of Schools, Social Studies and U.S. History Curriculum. 

Also see The Civil War by Ken Burns, and NOW by Bill Moyers

www.csos.jhu.edu/tdms/social.htm  - Sample lessons for Freedom: A History of US
www.firstamendmentcenter.org  - annual report on survey of public views on the First Amendment

www.nytimes.com  - Check out all points of view on the opinion pages.

www.TomPaine.com -Tom Paine Common Sense. 

www.Moveon.org  - Information on the peace movement

www.truthout.org  -Daily digest of critical news analysis

www.myhistory.org  - My history is America’s history.

www.choices.edu  – One of the most popular Iraq-related curriculums

www.aclu.org  - The American Civil Liberties Union, “defending the Bill of Rights”

www.facinghistory.org  - Facing History and Ourselves – many resources for teachers

www.tjcenter.org  -Thomas Jefferson Center for Protection of Free Expression

www.eff.org/privacy  - Electronic Frontier Foundation. Obtain document – USA PATRIOT Act which greatly expands government surveillance powers 

www.ccr-ny.org  - Center for Constitutional Rights – USA PATRIOT Act analysis

www.ala.org  - Resolution on USA PATRIOT ACT - a “present danger to the constitutional rights and privacy rights of library users”

www.nccev.org  - National Center for Children Exposed to Violence, Yale University. A Teachers Guide for Talking to Your Students

www.bordc.org/HSAsummary.pdf  - Teachers can obtain a very clear, succinct summary of the Homeland Security Act from the Bill of Rights Defense Committee

VIDEOTAPES, CDs and MOVIES

Freedom: A History of US videotapes and DVDs, available from PBS VIDEO: 1-800-344-3337, or http://teacher.shop.pbs.org/ 

Freedom: A History of US CD available from Columbia Records/Legacy Recordings

Glory, About the Civil War African American regiment 

Amistad, About the mutiny of the slaves taken from Africa

BOOKS

Freedom, A History of US, by Joy Hakim. Oxford Press, 2003

The Greatest Sedition is Silence, Pluto Press by William Rivers Pitt, best-selling author and H.S. teacher in Boston. 

A People’s History of the U.S. by Howard Zinn

Materials prepared by Janet Luongo, Educational Consultant
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